


In an effort to break down the stigma around living 
with HIV, Olympic silver medallist Ji Wallace, with the 
support of the HIV Foundation Queensland (HIVFQ), is 
organising a 10-day group hike of the Kokoda trail from 
12 to 22 June 2017.

The trek essentially aims to challenge the stigma and 
discrimination against PLHIV (People Living with HIV). 
By completing this treacherous trail, perceived by a large 
section of the population as a very “healthy and macho” 
activity, we are going to show the world that PLHIV are 
fully capable and are as healthy and enduring as other 
members of society.

Participants in the trek will experience some aspects of 
how gruelling and perilous the Kokoda trail was during 
World War II - and build upon the legacy of the brave 
soldiers who fought along this trail. The seemingly 
insurmountable challenges are the epitome of courage 
and resilience that PLHIV also display. HIV is not what 
it used to be, so we hope this trek will send a message to 
everyone not to treat PLHIV any differently, and dispel the 
myth that living with HIV makes one weak or incapable 
in some way. 

Each and all of us have our role to play in the process, 
which is why our team of trekkers will be as diverse as 
possible. It will include a national group of PLHIV, 
their family and friends, political figures and corporate 
representatives. We invite anyone keen to take on the 
physical and emotional challenges of hiking the Kokoda 
to join us. Both individuals and corporate representatives 
have joined us so far; presently we have over 20 registered 
participants who will be taking on the hike, excluding the 
HIVFQ operational team.

Kokoda+ also serves as an opportunity to create 
widespread awareness of HIV-related stigma on a state/
national level.  PLHIV organisations are at the root of 
any efforts towards reducing HIV-related stigma and 
the spread of new HIV infections. Kokoda+ is a unique 
initiative created by the community, for the community. 
Thus we hope to nurture the continued support from 
these organisations and look forward to working with 
them in bringing this project to life. 

STRONGER THAN 
YOU THINK



“HIV is not what it used to be, 
so we hope this trek 
will send a message to 
everyone not to treat PLHIV 
any differently, 
and dispel the myth that 
living with HIV makes one 
weak or incapable in any 
way”



Kokoda+ is a large scale international project involving national & 
international stakeholders such as UNAIDS & Oil Search Foundation. 
Fundraising for such a massive project is no easy task. 

Cost of the trek and flights alone is $4,000-$5,000 per trekker. The overall 
fundraising target for Kokoda+ is likely to be well over $150,000.

The HIV Foundation Queensland has already helped kick off the campaign 
with $10 000 as an enabling grant for Kokoda+ which will go towards initial 
deposits for the trek participants, but there is still a long way to go. 

Each trekker will be carry out individual fundraising, but we are also now 
welcoming both corporate and community sponsorship. 

100% of all donations will be shared equally to cover the costs of all trek 
participants. If we happen to get over the fundraising goal to fund the 
trekkers, any surplus funds raised will be channelled into Queensland led 
HIV programs and research. 

We are also working on potentially providing financial support to 
organizations in PNG, as well as bringing attention to local HIV related 
issues through an event which will take place either at the start or end of 
our trek.

The trek will take place between 12 and 22 June 2017. Over the period of 
February through to May, the Foundation will be executing fundraising & 
promotional PR events in collaboration with local venues in Brisbane, and 
disseminating key messages through both press and social media.

FUNDING

   Dates

   12 - 22 June 2017

   Costs

   $4,000 - $5,000 per trekker

    Fundraising target

   $150,000 +

     Donations are 100% shared  
    equally amongst trek  
   participants.

   Surplus 100% channelled   
     into QLD HIV programs and 
   research.

    All donations to HIVFQ 
    for Kokoda+ are fully tax 
    deductable

   

COMMUNITY STAKEHOLDERS
The HIV Foundation Queensland has been working closely with community 
organizations in Australia and Papua New Guinea (PNG). Those involved 
include:   

• UNAIDS Papua New Guinea
• Townsville Sexual Health Service
• Queensland Positive People
• Positive Leadership Development Institute (PLDI) 
• IGAT Hope Inc 
• National Association of People living with HIV Australia (NAPWHA)
• Kapul Champions

As part of the trip to Kokoda, we are working on organising an event and 
media conference in PNG that will highlight local issues related to sexual 
health, and strengthen the Queensland-PNG relationship.

Quick Facts



The first phase of promotions began in November 
2016 with the specific aim of inviting members of the 
community to join the trek. The story gained widespread 
media coverage in key LGBTI news outlets, both online 
and in print. Communication efforts were also extended 
to radio (JOY Radio’s “Well, well, well …”): 

• QNews
• FNQ
• Gay News Network 
• Westender 
• Joy Radio (“Well, well, well ...”)  

The second phase will commence in February 2017, once 
deposits will have been paid and registrations closed. 
Initial communication objectives include:

• Fundraising and providing promotional support   
 to our trekkers and their personal campaigns;
• Raising awareness of HIV stigma and    
 discrimination;
• Dispelling the myths around HIV;
• Prompting a discussion in both Australia 
 and New Zealand

The third phase will involve the filming and distribution of 
the trek in itself. As part of the campaign, a camera crew 
will join and record the team as they hike the Kokoda trail. 
The film will showcase their stories of how HIV impacted 
their lives, and will aim to empower the community to 
reach their full potential. 

MEDIA COVERAGE

http://www.qnews.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/QNews-issue-416-Interactive-Video.pdf
https://en.calameo.com/read/0028806261b6807691420
http://gaynewsnetwork.com.au/news/olympic-silver-medallist-ji-wallace-leads-expedition-to-walk-the-kokoda-trail-22398.html
http://westender.com.au/kokoda-walk-raise-hiv-awareness/
http://www.qnews.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/QNews-issue-416-Interactive-Video.pdf
https://en.calameo.com/read/0028806261b6807691420
http://westender.com.au/kokoda-walk-raise-hiv-awareness/


SPONSORSHIP 

- Corporate logo on T-Shirts and promotional materials
- Producing credit on documentary/film
- Feature on Kokoda+ website
- Promotion opportunity during fundraising events in Brisbane
- Acknowledgement in all media materials and releases
- Acknowledgement through Social Media and online
- Exclusive status as “Main Sponsor”
- Certificate of gratitude from HIVFQ

Main Sponsors ($40 000)

Gold Sponsors ($20 000)
- Corporate logo on t-shirts and promotional materials
- Promotion opportunity during fundraising event in Brisbane 
- Feature on Kokoda+ website
- Producing credit on documentary/film
- Acknowledgement through Social Media and online
- Certificate of gratitude from HIVFQ

Silver Sponsors ($10 000)

Please contact Michael Robach at (07) 3054 6103 
or marketing@hivfoundation.org.au

Bronze Sponsors ($5 000)

Friends ($50+)

- Promotion opportunity during a selected event 
- Feature on Kokoda+ website
- Acknowledgement in credits of documentary/film
- Acknowledgement through Social Media and online
- Certificate of gratitude from HIVFQ

- Feature on Kokoda+ website
- Acknowledgement in credits of documentary/film
- Acknowledgement through Social Media and online
- Certificate of gratitude from HIVFQ



Kokoda+ welcomes support from state/national community & HIV 
organisations in carrying out the execution of our trek. 

Social enterprise organisations with strategic goals and ethos to work towards 
reducing HIV-related stigma and the spread of new HIV infections are welcome 
to support Kokoda+ trek with financial, marketing and logistical support and 
to become relevant stakeholders in this project, subjected to approval from the 
project team. 

COMMUNITY
INVOLVEMENT



Although HIV has not affected me personally 
– I have witnessed the impact it has had 
on some of my friends within the LGBTI 
community and am passionate about both 
raising awareness to support those living with 
HIV, but also playing my part in being able 
to abolish the stigma that unfortunately still 
surrounds the disease. 

I feel it is important to not only give my 
support but set an example to those still 
trapped by their own ignorance.

- Kokoda+ Corporate Trekker

“

”



For more information please visit 
www.kokodaplus.com or get in touch:

Ji Wallace
Olympic medallist & HIVFQ Ambassador

ji.wallace@klinicsolutions.com
T: 0409 889 866

Sid Kaladharan
HIVFQ Project Officer

research@hivfoundation.org.au
T: +61 7 3054 6103

CONTACT


